Left Brain, Right Brain. 


The language signal received through the left ear is 
first sent to the right hemisphere and then to the left 
hemisphere for processing. First signal to get 
processed wins because of what is generally known 
as the rightear advantage for speech sounds. In 
contrast, the right hemisphere appears to have 
primary responsibility for processing a lot of other 
incoming signals that are non-linguistic. 


The left hemisphere controls the right side of the 
body and the right hemisphere controls the left side. 
Sensory information from the right side is received by 
the left hemisphere of the brain. This is referred to as 
contralateral brain funcion. 


We can’t process linguistic communication without 
the right hemisphere which specialized in contextual 
understanding, using intonation and phrasing and 
non-literal meaning with inferences and all that is 
involved in pragmatics. 


The Critical Period. 


This hypothesis assumes that language is biological 
based and that the ability to learn a native language 
develops whithin a fixed period, from birth to middle 
childhood. During this critical period, language 
acquisition proceeds easily and without external 
intervention. After this period, the acquisition of 
grammar is difficult and never fuly achieve. 


Children don’t require explicit language instructions, 
but they do need exposure to language. 


Lateralization. 


The specialization of the left hemisphere for language 


is lateralazation, is the term used to refer to the 
localization of function to one hemisphere of the 
brain. It is generally thought that the laterazation 
process begins in early childhood. It coincides with 
the priod during which language acquisition takes 
place. During childhood, there is a period when the 
human brain is most ready to receive input and learn 
a particular language. 


The general view is that the critical period for 
language acquisition lasts from birth until puberty. 


While the left hemisphere is innately predisposed to 
specialize for language, there is also evidence of 


considerable pasticity. This means that under certain 
circumstances, the right hemisphere can take over 
many of the language functions that would normally 
reside in the left hemisphere. 


Specific Language Impairment, children show that 
language may be impaired while general intelligence 
stays intact, supporting the view of a grammatical 
faculty that is separate from other cognitive systems. 


Garden Path Sentences. 


They are sentences that mislead or trick their reader 
into interpreting the sentence incorrectly (the old 
man the boat). 


This sentence milead readers by offering them a word 
or group of words with familiar meaning. However, 
the familiar meanings do not actually apply in that 
circumstance. Garden Path sentences are often 
confusing and appear to make no sense despite being 
grammatically correct. They sould be avoided in 
writing because of their inherent confusing nature. 


All the confusion is due to the poop choice of words. 
Garden Path sentences occur because of word 
assosiation. Form: what a word is. 


Function: what a word does whithin a sentence. 


First Language Acquisition. 


Is remarkable for the speed with which it takes place. 
In addition to the speed of acquisition, the fact that it 
generally occur, without overt instruction, for all 
children, regardless of great differences in their 
circumstances, provides strong support for the idea 
that there is an innate predisposition in the human 
infant to acquire language. 


Acquisition. 


The process of language acquisition had some basic 
requirements. During the first 2to3 years of 
development, a child requires interaction with other 
language-users to bring the general language capacity 
into contact with a particular language. 


The child must be physically capable of sending and 
receiving sound signals in a language. All infants make 
“cooing” and “babbling” noises during their first year. 
In order to speak a lanuage, a child must be able to 
hear that language being used. By itself, hearing 
language sounds is not enough. A crucial requirement 
is interaction with others via language. 


Input. 


Comes from the enviroment (speaking people). Under 
normal circumstances, infants are helped in their 
language acquisition by the typical behaviour of older 
children and adults in the home enviroment who 
provide input for the child. 

Adults tent not to address infants before them as if 
they are involved in normal  adult-to-adult 
conversation. 

Caregiver Speech. 


The characteristically simplified speech style adopted 
by someone who spends a lot of time with a young 
child incorporates forms associated with “baby talk”. 
These are simplified words or alternative forms, with 
repeated simple sounds and syllables, for things in 
the child’s enviroment. This type is also 
characterized by the frequent use of questions, using 
exaggerated intonation, extra loudness and a slower 
tempo with longer pauses. 


It is also characterized by simple sentence structures 
and a lot of repetition and paraphrasing, with 
reference largely restricted to the here and now. 


The Acquistion Schedule. 


All normal children develop language at the = time, 
along muh the same schedule. It would seem that the 
language acquisition shedule has the same basis as 
the biolgically determined development of motor 
skills and the maturation of the infant’s brain. 


Before children begin to talk, they have been actively 
processing what they hear. We can identify what 
young children are paying attention to by the way 
they increase or decrease “sucking behavior” in 
response to speech sounds. 


Cooing. 


The earliest use of speech-like sounds. During the first 
few month of life, children become capable of 
producing sequences of vowel-like sounds, 
particularly high vowels (i, u). 


By 4M of age, infant create sounds similar to the velar 
consonant [k] and [g] and by 5M they can already hear 
the difference bwt the vowels [i] and [a]. 


Babbling. 


During the 10 to 11 months, they become capable of 
using their vocalization to express emotions and 
emphasis. This late babbling stage, is characterized 
by more complex syllable combinations. This 
“orelanguage” use of sound provides the child with 
some experience of the social role of speech because 
adults tend to react to the babbling. There is a 
physical connections btw using the vocal organs. 


The one word stage. 


Between 12 to 18 months children being to produce 
a variety of recognizable single-unit utterances. This 
stage is characterized by speech in which single 
terms are used for objects. 


Holophrastic speech (meaning a_ single form 
functioning as a phrase or sentence) describes an 
utterance that could be a word, a phrase or a 
sentence. During this stage, the child may be able to 
refer separately, but isn’t ready yet to put the forms 
together in a more complex phrase. 


The two word stage. 


Depending on what we count as an occurrence of two 
distinct words used together, this stage can begin 
around 18 to 20 months. A variety of combinationd 
will usually have appeared. 


The chil not only produces speech but also receive 
feedback confirming that the utterance worked as a 
contribution to the interaction. 


Telegraphic Speech. 


Between 2 to 2 and a half years old, the child begins 
producing a large number of utterances that could 
be classified as “multiple-word” speech. Telegraphic 
speech is characterized by strings of words in 
phrases or sentences. While this type of telegram- 
format speech is being produced, inflections begin to 
appear in some wods forms and simple prepositions 
are also used. 


The Acquisition Process. 


It is often assumed that the child is being “taught” the 
language. It is not really supported by what the child 
actually does. No one provides any instruction on how 
to speak the language. 


The child linguistic production appears to be mostly a 
matter of trying out construction and testing whether 
they work or not. 

It is not possible that the child is acquiring the 
language principally through adult instruction. 
Children imitate what adults say. Adults simply don’t 
produce many of the expressions that turn up in 
children’s speech. 


Language through imitation. Children may repeat 
single words or phrases, but not the sentence 
structure. Children understand what adults are saying 
but they just have their own way of expressing what 


they understand. 
Language through correction. Even when the 


correction is attempted ina subtle manner, the child 
will continue to use a personally constructed form, 
despite the adult’s repetiton of what the correct form 
should be. 

One important factor in the child’s acquisitions 
process is the use of sound and word combination, 


either in interaction with othes or in word play, 


alone. 


Word play seems to be an important element in the 
development of the child’s linguistic repertoire. 


Developing Syntax. In children’s speech has 2 


structures that seem to be acquired in a regular way 
by most English-speaking children. In the formation 
of questions and the use of negatives, there appear 
to be 3 identifiable stages. (the age can vary. Stage 1 


occurs between 18 to 26 months. Stage 2 between 22 
to 30 months. Stage 3 between 24 to 40 months. 


In the third stage, the change in position of the aux 
verb in English questions, called inversion, becomes 
evident in the child’s speech. 


Developing Semantics. 


It seems that during the holophrastic stage many 
children use their limited vocabulary to refer to a 
large number of unrelated objects. 

Overextension is the most common pattern for the 
child. They overextend the meanining of a word on 
the basis of similarities of shape, sound size and 
movement and texture. It is not necessarily used in 
speech comprehension. 


The semantic development starts with 
; followed by a gradual process of 
overeat 


fe) 
application of each term as more words are learned. 
narrowing down the 


Later Developing. 


It is assumed that, by the age of 5, children have 
completed the greater part of the basic language 
acquisition process. They have become accomplished 
users of a first language. 


